How I Got Rich by Honest Graft By: George Plunkitt
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3c/George_Washington_Plunkitt_4525453219_2ff5c45597_o.jpg] Mark Twain referred to the late nineteenth century as “The Gilded Age” because he believed wealth was masking the corruption of American society.  At the local level, political machines – led by “bosses” – bought votes by promising immigrants food, shelter, and other needed services.  Bosses also received kickbacks from people who wanted city jobs and companies that wanted city contracts.  The most notorious political machine was Tammany Hall in New York City.  George Plunkitt, a Tammany Hall boss and New York State Senator, argued in favor of “honest graft”.
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Everybody is talking these days about Tammany men growing rich on graft, but nobody thinks of drawing the distinction between honest graft and dishonest graft.  There’s all the difference in the world between the two. Yes, many of our men have grown rich in politics.  I have myself.  I’ve made a big fortune out of the game, and I’m getting richer every day, but I’ve not gone in for dishonest graft – blackmailing gamblers, saloon-keepers, disorderly people, etc. – and neither has any of the men who have made big fortunes in politics.  

There’s honest graft, and I’m an example of how it works.  I might sum up the whole thing by saying, “ I seen my opportunities and I took ‘em.”

Just let me explain by examples.  My party’s in power in the city, and it’s going to undertake a lot of public improvements.  Well, I’m tipped off that they’re going to lay out a park at a certain place.  

I see my opportunity and I take it.  I go to that place and I buy up all the land I can in the neighborhood.  Then the board of this or that make its plan public, and there is a rush to get my land, which nobody cared particular for before.  	

Ain’t it perfectly honest to charge a good price and make a profit on my investment and make a profit on my investment and foresight?   Of course it is.  Well, that’s honest graft.

Or supposing it’s a new bridge they’re going to build.  I get tipped off and I buy as much property as I can that has to be taken for approaches.  I sell at my own price later on and drop some more money in the bank.

Wouldn’t you?  It’s just like looking ahead in Wall Street or in the coffee or cotton market.  It’ s honest graft, and I’m looking for it every day [of] the year.  I will tell you frankly that I’ve got a good lot of it, too . . . 




I’ve told you how I got rich by honest graft.  Now, let me tell you that most politicians who are accused of robbing the city get rich the same way.

They didn’t steal a dollar from the city treasury.  They just seen their opportunities and took them.  That is why, when a reform administration comes in and spends a half million dollars in trying to find the public robberies they talked about in the campaign, they don’t find them.

The books are always right.  The money in the city treasury is all right.  All they can show is that the Tammany heads of departments looked after their   

friends, within the law, and gave them what opportunities they could to make honest graft.    Now, let me tell you that’s never going to hurt Tammany with the people.  Every good man looks after his friends, and any man who doesn’t isn’t likely to be popular. . . 	

Tammany was beat in 1901 because the people were deceived into believing it worked dishonest graft.  They didn’t draw a distinction between dishonest and honest graft, but they saw that some Tammany men grew rich and supposed they had been robbing the treasury or levying blackmail on disorderly houses or working in with the gamblers and lawbreakers.

As a matter of policy, if nothing else, why should the Tammany leaders go into such dirty business when there is so much honest graft lying around when they are in power?  Did you ever consider that? Now, in conclusion, I want to say that I don’t own a dishonest dollar.  If my worst enemy was given the job of writing my epitaph when I’m gone, he couldn’t do more than write: “George Plunkitt.  He Seen His Opportunities and He Took ‘Em.”





























Conclusion: According to Plunkitt, what is the difference between honest graft and dishonest graft? 
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