Labor / Management Conflicts
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Great Strike of 1877





Haymarket Affair





Homestead Strike





Pullman Strike





Triangle Factory Fire





A protest was held in Haymarket Square.  Someone tossed a bomb into the police line.  Seven officers and several workers died in the chaos.





Wages are cut, but rent in company housing stays the same.  Wages are nor restored when the economy improves.





Federal troops break the strike, Debs is jailed, and the workers are blacklisted.  Leads to the ARU’s downfall.





Six strikers had been killed or wounded at the McCormick Harvester plant .  





The fire quickly engulfs the building.  Workers are unable to escape since the doors had been locked to prevent theft.





The national guard brought order; the strike lasted months.  Finally, the union broke.  Workers were blacklisted.  Steel will not unionize for another 45 years.





The Amer. Railway Union leads a boycott of Pullman trains.  Scabs are hired and violence breaks out.





Pres. Hayes sent in troops to end the strike by force, claiming they were impeding interstate commerce.





A fire breaks out in a New York garment plant in 1911.





146 women die.  The factory is found not guilty of manslaughter, and the public is outraged.   





RR workers struck to protest second wage cut in two  months.





The strike spread “down the line” and eventually evolved into a strike that lasted over a week and over 50,000 miles of track.





Unsafe working conditions / long hours / and the announcement of a wage cut by company president, Henry Frick.  





Frick tried to hire scabs (replacement workers).  A fight broke out between workers and company police leaving 3 police and 9 workers dead.





Eight radicals were convicted on circumstantial evidence – four hanged.  The public turns against the perceived radicalism of the labor movement.








